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Abstract

We analyzed Korea's FTAs with the US and China from an economic and political
perspective. In April 2007, Korea and the US finally reached an FTA agreement after 10
months and eight rounds of negotiations. The Korea-US FTA carefully maintained the
balance of interests within both countries, so as to afford benefits for both sides. The
Korea—China Joint Study FTA, which started in 2007, will be concluded in 2009. Initiating
FTA negotiations between Korea and China will most likely affect renegotiation of the
Korea—Japan FTA and ratification of the Korea—US FTA in Korea and the US. Thus, this
paper presents that the economic and political crux of the Korea—China FTA lies in the

FTAs between Korea, China, Japan and the US.

Key words : Free Trade Agreement, Hegemony, New Regionalism
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